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The Gladiolus. 


PAPER BY Mr. E. T. WHEADON. 
In Guernsey Growers’ Association Year Book, 1914. 


IN I was asked to prepare a 
paper I acceded to the request 
readily enough as I thought that I 

knew something about Giadioli, but when 
I put pen to paper I found that the sub- 
ject was more difficult than I had antici- 
pated. Ofcourse, I have worked amongst 
them for a good many years, but the 
knowledge that has come to me in this 
way is not very easily put into words, and 
when I looked up what books I could find, 
I was surprised at how little there has 
been written on this subject apart from 
trade material, in which the writer’s main 
object has been to boom some particular 
varieties or strains in which he was inter- 
ested. What little I was able to find 
dealt almost entirely with the late flower- 
ing sections. I have been able to find 
hardly any literature at all dealing with 
the Nanus or Early Flowering Section 
which is so closely associated with this 
Island. 

The name Gladiolus is diminutive of 
Gladius, a sword. This refers to the 
shape of the leaves; it used to be called 
the Corn Flag, and belongs to the natural 
order Iridacz or Iris family. 

History —There is an old legend quoted 
in Greek Mythology which accounts for its 
origin in this way. Hyacinthus was an 
attractive Laconian iad, much loved by 
Apollo and Zephyr. He preferred the Sun 
to the Wind and caused in the breast of 
the Wind a feeling of jealousy and a de- 
sire for revenge. When playing a game 
of quoits with Apollo, the Sun god whirled 
a quoit through the air. Zephyr treach- 
erously blew it from its course, so that it 
struck Hyacinthus upon the head and 
killed him. Apollo as a memorial for his 
friend caused the Gladiolus to spring from 
Hyacinthus’ blood. 

While we are not able io trace the Gla- 
diolus back to the antiquity suggested by 
this legend, a number of species have 
been known and recognized by botanists 
for several hundreds of years. G. Com- 
munis was known as far back as 1575, By- 
santinus in 1629, while Blandus and Tristis 
were known inthe 18th century. Tristis 
came from Natal, while the others are of 
European origin. Species have been 
found i in the Mediterranean region and 
West Asia, but undoubtedly the head- 
quarters of the genus is South Africa, 
from whence quite recently G. Primulinus 
was brought, it having been found in the 





Zambesi region. According to some 
authorities 150 species are known. M. 
Souchet, the gardener to Napoleon III, 
brought the tall Gladiolus into prominence, 
and since then the progress in its culture 
and development has been remarkable. 
The interest of Queen Victoria in the 
flower, as she saw it in Napoleon’s garden, 
popularized it for English culture, and 
horticulturists and hybridizers in other 
countries were quick to see and appreci- 
ate its possibilities. 

In England the name of Kelways will 
always be associated with its develop- 
ment; in France, Lemoine and Vilmorin, 
in Germany, Max Leitchlin were pioneers 
in this work. 

The first development of note was the 
introduction of Gandevensis (Giaieul de 
Gand), or Gladiolus of Ghent, from which 
all the later improvements in the tall 
Glads have come, was obtained by M. 
Bedinghaus, gardener at the Castle of 
Arenberg in 1837. As soon as Louis van 
Houtte, the celebrated Ghent horticultur- 
ist, heard of Bedinghaus’ success he pur- 
chased the novelty and gave it the name 
of Gladiolus Gandavensis. “I have just 
acquired the exclusive property of this 
Gladiolus.” said he in his Catalogue for 
1841, “excepting two bulbs which are in 
the possession of another Belgian nursery- 
man. Everyone is coming to see it whilst 
I am writing these lines, for im its habit 
and colour it leaves far behind everything 
known among Gladioli. Its size surpasses 
that of G. Ramosus; its majestic corollas, 
seventeen to twenty in number, are of the 
brightest vermillion, their lower petals 
adorned with chrome yellow, amaranth 
red, and pistachia, are, besides, beautified 
through the sky-blue anthers which dec- 
orate the centre of the flower.” 

When the reader of this pompous des- 
cription has before his eyes the coloured 
plate which Van Houtte published in his 
“Flore des Serres et des Jardins de 
l'Europe” for 1846, he may find some 
difficulty to understand how such a flower 
could suggest such enthusiastic ideas. In 
fact, since 1841, nurserymen have worked 
diligently, and the gorgeous things we 
are now accustomed to see exhibited by 
the lucky raisers of Gladioli cause us to 
lose sight of the first origin whence they 
have arisen. This race is remarkable for 
its vigour, the flowers are well formed 
and are generally well distributed along 
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the stem ; a large number open at the same 
time and produce a good, though perhaps 
a rather stiff effect; there is a fine range 
of colour from nearly pure white as in 
the old Snow White, to deepest crimson, 


with pinks and sdimons, and also faint 


yellows. 

P. L. de Vilmorin, in “Revue Horticole,” 
1904, gives the following pedigree of the 
Gladiolus family. 
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G. Primuiinus, the primrose-coloured 
species imported from the Zambesi region, 
has been much used by hybridizers re- 
cently and in 1909 hybrids with primu- 
linus blood were first offered. This gives 
promise of adding a very valuable yellow 
section. 

M. Leichtlin, of Baden Baden, Germany, 
raised a new race by crossing the best 
Gandevensis Vars with Saundersii. These 

















ae Cardinalas or 
G. psittacinus and {EF fositifi 
Gandevensis 
(Bedinghaus) 
Gard psittaci Seundersii & Gand. 
| purpurea-auratus & Gand. 
! 
Marseilles | | Childsii 
(Deleuil) Lemoinei (M. Leichtlin) 
(Lemoine) 
Dracachephalus & Lem. Lem. & Saundersii 
| | | Cruentus & Childsii 
hybrids of Dracachephalus Nancieanus 
(Lemoine) (Lemoine) 


Lemoinei first distributed in 1875 by 
their raiser M. Lemoine of Nancy, are re- 
markable for the large blotch on their 
lower petals which is their most distinguish- 
ing feature, their stems are not as stout 
as Gandavensis and tend to be crooked; 
they usually only open two or three 
flowers at a time. They have a consider- 
able range of colouring. Lemoine had 
another and a greater success when in 
1883 he introduced Nancieanus, with 
flowers of much larger size than any pro- 
duced up to then, some measuring as 
much as six inches in diameter. These 
in their more recent development have 
been freely crossed with Gandevensis and 
have gained in vigour thereby. 

Lemoine’s new blues were first exhibited 
at the Chicago Exhibition in 1893 and 
placed on sale the following year. These 
so-called Blues are a break of great im- 
portance and were the result of crossing 
with G. papilio, a pale lilac species blotched 
and overlaid with dull red. In many of 
the progeny the primitive colours have 
separated, resulting in an attractive series 
of rich purple and heliotrope blues, quite 
new to the genus. True bright blues 
quite free from red and purple tones, hare 
not yet been obtained, but the blue kinds, 
the issue of Palilio and Lemoine crosses, 
are unique and desirable acquisitions. 
Very fine examples of these have been 

ibited at our Summer Shows by 
Messrs. W. Ma’ and Sons, who have a 
splendid collection of the late varieties. 
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were sold to America and distributed as 
Childsii. At their introduction they ap- 
peared to be a great advance, but there 
has not been as much improvement in 
these as in some of the others, and it is 
doubtful whether they will maintain their 
distinct position. In fact, it is becoming 
more and more difficult to keep up any 
sort of distinction between these several 
sections, and in all probability any attempt 
to do so wiil begiven up before very long. 

Princeps, a more recent introduction, is 
a flower of marked characteristics, but 
does not seem to be able to. produce any 
seedlings of value, and though its flowers 
are of immense size and perfect colouring 
—its habit is dwarf, few flowers develop 
together, and its value is not as great as 
was at first su 4 


CULTURE, 


The late Gladiolus is not particular as 
regards soil, but prefers a fairly light, 
warm soil, well drained. The ground 
should be deeply worked and no fresh 
stable manure used. Plant about five to 
six inches deep; giving about six inches 
between the bulbs. Planting may be done 
at any time between February list and 
April 1st, or if very late flowers are re- 
quired a batch may be put in as late as 
the middle of May, in which case it is 
well to keep back some of the biggest 
bulbs for this purpose. As regards ma- 
nuring, well decayed stable manure 
worked in some time before planting, or a 
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fair dressing of Bone Meal at planting 
time and a top dressing of a chemical 
manure containing a fair proportion of 
Potash will give the bulbs all they need. 
Mulch with strawy manure or chopped 
straw to keep the surface fresh, and if 
necessary, water; in which case give 
plenty of water while you are about it. A 
gardener who has lived most of his time 
in the West of Scotland, where their rain- 
fal! is 50 per cent. higher than ours, tells 
me that he can do these Glads very well 
there, and he puts down his success in 
large measure to the heavy rainfall. This 
advice about watering only applies when 
growing in light well-drained soil. Mr. 
Burrel, of Cambridge, lecturing before the 
R. H. S.*in 1896, says that he grows in 
very stiff clayey soil and that he succeeds 
well without either watering or mulching, 
though the rainfall in his district is only 
18 inches. He strongly deprecates using 
any manure either before or after plant- 


ing, recommending rather that the Gladi- - 


a should be planted in soil that has 
been well manured for the previous crop. 
Most Gladiolus growers whom I have con- 
sulted agree with me that the Gladiolus 
likes both manure and water, provided 
both are applied in the right way. 

The trouble with the late flowering va- 
rieties is that the corms are inclined to 
deteriorate. This is the case in a great 
many of the choice kinds. How can we 
overcome this trouble? There are two 
possible ways: First plant the deterior- 
ated bulbs under the best possible condi- 
tions and take out the flower spike before 
the blooms develop; the bulbs under this 
treatment should develop fully and pro- 
duce a large and solid corm capable of 
doing good work the following year. The 
second and surer way of restoring a vari- 
ety is by saving the bulblets and growing 
these on. If they are well treated a fair 
proportion will reach flowering size in a 
single year. 

In choosing bulbs remember that other 
things being equal a bulb is valuable ac- 
cording to its vertical diameter. The best 
bulbs are obtained by planting small bulbs 
just too small to flower. These throw all 
their vitality into the new bulb, which is 
conical, or nearly round, the ideal shape. 

The Gladiolus is now grown in immense 
quantities in England, Holland and Amer- 
ica, and also in Germany and France. In 
America the interest taken in these late 
years has been very great. Cowee, Groff 
and Banning (the originator of Niagara 
and Panama) have been amongst the 
most successful raisers. It seems to me 
that too many varieties have been put or 
the market, the great bulk of which will 
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soon be discarded. Groff’s strain consists 
of over 15,000 varieties. It includes the 
new blues, hybrids with Palilio Major. I 
must not forget to mention the beautiful 
Langprim Hybrids that Messrs. Kelway 
have been exhibiting during the past two 


‘years. These are of various shades of 


pale yellow, and obtained by crossing 
Primulinus with some of their own seed- 
lings. W. Pfitzer, of Stuttgart in Germany, 
has introduced some remarkably good va- 
rieties; Europa, the nearest thing to pure 
white I have seen in the lates, while 
Schwaben is said to be a very good yellow. 
Some very remarkable prices were paid 
for Gladioli in Holland in 1912, one variety, 
Glory of Noordwijk, being sold for £1,666, 
although the stock only weighed 2 Ibs. 
Amongst recent introductions America 
holds an easy first, as, though it has only 
been in commerce a comparatively short 
time, *t is used by the million for cut flower 
work hoth indoors and out. Other varieties 
which promise to have great vogue are 
Panama, not unlike America but a deeper 
shade of pink, while Halley, a good sal- 
mon pink with creamy blotch and dark 
red stripes on lower petals, one of the 
earliest to flower, is sure te be useful. 
Pink Beauty, though in no way a remark- 
able tlower, is being largely grown on ac- 
count of its earliness, whether or no the 
much boomed yellows, Golden Measure, 
Glory of Noordwijk, Niagara, etc., will be 
found to be of much use commercially 
remains to be seen. I know only a few 
of the newer varieties, but have noted the 
following as being very good: Faust, 
Annie Wigman, Willie Wigman, Golden 
King, Mrs. Francis King, Badenia, (one of 
the best blues), and Peace, a pale lilac, 
not white as described by the introducer. 
(Concluded next month.) 





Bidwell & Fobes have issued their re- 
tail catalogue and price list for 1915. It 
is a very neat and concise booklet five by 
seven inches in dimensions and contains 
illustrations of some of the best and most 
prominent varieties including the Bidwell 
& Fobes specialties, Panama and Niagara. 
A brief description of each variety is con- 
tained in the catalogue and price quoted 
by the single bulb, by the dozen and by 
the hundred. 

In this catalogue Bidwell & Fobes offer 
THE MODERN GLADIOLUS GROWER for one 
year to new subscribers only with every 
order of $2.50. 


Our columns are extremely crowded 
this month and if there is anything which 
does not appear as expected, the reader 
wil! know the reason. 

















MRS. AUSTIN’S TALKS FOR 
AMATEURS. 


GLADIOLI IN THE WINDOW GARDEN. 


A window garden in winter is most in- 
teresting and almost anyone can have 
one; for a window garden may be a 
spacious bay, the size of several ordinary 
windows, filled with expensive plants and 
with moisture furnished by a tiny foun- 
tain, or it may be a lonely Geranium in 
the kitchen window of a tiny cottage with 
air moisture furnished by the teakettle. 

The window garden of perhaps a dozen 
plants is most common in ordinary homes, 
and this may be very beautiful having a 
fern or two, a few Geraniums from Au- 
gust cuttings, some Begonias and quite 
often an Amaryllis. If space is limited 
Maiden Hair Fern is very desirable as it 
requires so little room, will grow nicely 
without direct sunlight and always pre- 
sents a cheery appearance. 

Primula Obconica and Chinese are both 
desirable and will bloom nicely in the 
north window. 

Although the Coleus is much more 
beautiful grown in sunlight, even in the 
short, dark days of early winter its velvety 
leaves show a rich soft coloring that adds 
brightness to the window when we can- 
not have much bloom from flowering 


plants. 

Florists find the Gladiolus valuable for 
winter and spring blooming and are yearly 
forcing thousands in their greenhouses. 
The small early flowering varieties are 
very dainty and decorative, and the new 
large flowering types may also be grown 
in the living room with fair success. 

This was brought forcibly to my atten- 
tion several years ago, when, in early 
springtime I saw a few in the living room 
of a friend. The r of them said : 
“It seemed as if I just could not go 
through the long, tedious winter without 
anything growing in my window, and so 
I planted these because they were all I 
had, and I thought it would be something 
green even if they did not bloom.” But 
they did bloom, and finely, too. She had 
large bulbs planted in rich soil in a good- 
sized tin pail. The growth was strong, 
the spikes thrifty and the colors very 
delicate. The varieties were our good 
old Augusta and May. There were also 
three or four pots, each having a large 
bulb not yet in bloom. The pail and 
pots were covered with green crepe paper 
and the whole effect very pretty, the ex- 
pense but a trifle. One could have adozen 
varieties at extremely small cost. 








Ghe Wodern Gladiolus Grower 





PAGE 
5 


The room was of good size and gener- 
ally a little cool near the window, which 
was ail the better for the Gladioli as 
they prefer a cool temperature. For the 
health of the family she washed her 
rooms daily with fresh air and had a win- 
dow lowered a few inches at the top in an 
adjoining room. 

When plants look sick watch out for 
the family, for neither plants or people 
can be well and strong or thrive breath- 
ing impure air. A crock of water on the 
stove furnished the necessary air moist- 
ure. 

We seldom miss having a Pleasure Pot 
of Gladiolus seedlings growing in our 


-window, and feel well repaid for our 


trouble in the enjoyment we hzve watch- 
ing the of the tiny green blades. 
There are many new varieties now that 
are quite easily forced and the bulbs are 
usually well cured so that they may be 
planted in December and January. Try 
a few in your window. 


‘AT LEAST ONE RESOLUTION. 


In entering this New Year let xis make 
one special resolution pertaining to the 
Gladiolus, to the effect that we will be 
more critical in our selection of seedlings 
for propagation. 

Have a sort of Commencement from 
the 1914 High School of our study of this 
flower into the 1915 College for the 
further study of and to strive for the 
Ideal or Perfect Flower. 

With best wishes for a successful year. 

Mrs. A. H. AusTIN. 


Gladiolus “ Independence.” 


This variety has never received the at- 
tention to which its grand qualities justly 
entitle it and the strange reason for this 
neglect is found in the plant’s splendid 
fertility. It proved so prolific that it 
quickly became abundant and the price 
was lowered so rapidly that buyers sup- 
posed it was of inferior quality and 
it over without examination. Asamatter 
of fact the flowers are very beautiful and 
the vigor of the plant makes it an easy 
one to grow in perfection. 

The color of the biossoms varies from 
deep rosy pink to rosy scarlet but always 
brilliant and rich. The petals are of 
velvety texture and the vigor of the plant 
enables these petals to hold their color 
for a long time, making the variety especi- 
ally useful as a cut flower or equally 
useful for massing in a garden. It is 


used extensively by the Boston florists 
L. MERTON GAGE. 


for designs. 
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Gladiolus “ Independence.” 
(Subject of illustration on front cover.) 
(BY G. D. BLACK.) 


I have been asked for a history of 
Gladiolus Independence. There is no doubt 
in my mind that it is one of Groff’s seed- 
lings. It has been our practice to buy and 
test most of the varieties and mixtures 
offered for sale, that we might select and 
propagate the best from them. In nearly 
all mixtures of Groff’s hybrids that we 
have had, Independence was very abun- 
dant. In this way we obtained our first 
stock of Independence in 1904. 

By 1907 our stock had so increased that 


we were able to make a very effective’ 


display of Independence at the Iowa State 
Fair. It was at this time and place that 
it was named [, in honor of 
our home city. The Iowa Seed Co. gave 
us an order for several thousand bulbs 
and introduced it as a novelty on their 
colored plate the following season. 

Probably Mr. Geo. S. Woodruff was the 
first Gladiolus specialist to segregate this 
variety in 1902. He named it Gad. Inde- 

was sold largely by error for 
Mrs. Francis King after the introduction 
of that variety, and you may imagine 
Mr. Woodruff’s surprise when 500 bulbs 
that he had purchased for Mrs. Francis 
King bloomed, and were the same as his 
favorite Gad or I; 4 

Like many other varieties there is quite 
a diversity in the color descriptions of 
f . From a dozen descriptive 
price lists by Gladiolus specialists, I quote 
as follows: 

Cowee—“Light scarlet.” 

Brown—“Large, light red.” 

Wilmore—“Rosy pink, shaded throat.” 

Stewart—“Light scarlet.” 

Chamberlain and Gage—“The color of 
the blossoms vary from deep rosy pink 
to orange scarlet.” 

Wedge—“Light red. The best shade in 
artificial light.” 

Franklin Nursery —“Light scarlet.” 

Tracy—“A brilliant rose pink with 
richly marked throat.” 

Woodruff—“The best light red in mar- 
ket. Large cherry blossoms of perfect 
shape, marked white and maroon in 
throat.” 

Fryer—“Light scariet.” 

Coleman—“Deep pink, bordering on 
scarlet.” 

Black—“The best light red for artificial 
light.” 

The use of so many different words to 
describe the same color is very misleading 
to the average mind. In the twelve de- 
scriptions, four say it is light scarlet, 
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four say it is light red, and four say it is 
some shade of pink. 

As light scarlet and rosy pink are light 
shades of red, why not say light red and 
avoid confusion? I am now looking at a 
blooming sp:*e of Independence, and if I 
am not color blind the color’ is a combi- 
nation of iight scarlet and rosy pink. I 
do not think this can be described better 
than to call it light red. 


Sunnyside Gladiolus Gardens, L. Merton 
Gage, Prop., Natick, Mass., have issued 
their retail price list for 1915. This con- 
sists of sixteen pages and gives some 
useful information as to care and plant- 
ing. The varieties listed are all high 
class and Mr. Gage has in nearly every 
case given the originator of the varieties, 
which we commend as being a very desir- 
able thing to do. It is, of course, entirely 
proper “to give credit where credit is due” 
and this is one of the best ways of doing 
it. 


B. Hammond Tracy, of Cedar Acres, 
Wenham, Mass., lost his entire stock of 
Gladiolus bulbs on the morning of Nov. 
23, when a fire, starting in the new storage 
building, spread to the old storehouse and 
barn, completely destroying both with their 
valuable contents. The bulbs had just 
been harvested from about thirty-five 
acres and Mr. Tracy estimates his loss at 
$105,000 ; insured for $50,000. 


George S. Woodruff has issued his whole- 
sale price list for the season of 1914-15. 
It contains the usual selections of choice 
varieties that Mr. Woodruff has made a 
specialty of, together with additions of 
some of the best new varieties and the 
prices are quoted on bulblets of some 
varieties as well as second size bulbs. In 
addition to the standard varieties Mr. 
Woodruff lists some very useful mixtures, 
especially adapted for florists’ use. 


THE MODERN GLADIOLUS GROWER 2ims 
to be helpful to both amateur and pro- 
fessional growers. It is, therefore, to the 
interest of all wholesalers to see that THE 
MODERN GLADIOLUS GROWER is placed in 
the hands of every one interested. Those 
who get out a catalogue cannot do better 
than to follow the example of Bidwell & 
Fobes, as mentioned in another column, 
and offer this magazine with orders for 
bulbs. Special rates will be made to 
growers who wish to use THE MODERN 
GLADIOLUS GROWER as a premium. 
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Fireproof Bulb Storage. 


The loss sustained by Mr. B. Hammond 
Tracy, as reported on page 6, should 
draw the attention of those who grow 
large stocks of bulbs to the desirability, 
if not the actual necessity, of providing 
fireproof buildings in which to store them. 
While it is true that a fireproof building 
is more expensive than a non-fireproof 
building, yet the additional cost is small 
and in storing bulbs there is such a large 
value stored in small space that the safety 
secured is worth the additional first cost, 
and if insurance is carried to cover, the 
saving in insurance rate will soon pay 
the extra expense of construction. 

Mr. Tracy’s loss cannot entirely be 
reckoned in money as doubtless he had 
seedlings and specialties of unknown value 
which cannot be replaced, and this is also 
true of many other growers. Few, if any, 
are carrying insurance up to much over 
half the value of their bulbs, and if they 
did we imagine that it would be difficult to 
prove values in case of total loss. 

We can perhaps speak with some au- 
thority in connection with this matter 
from the fact that we have a fireproof 
bulb storage of our own. This fireproof 
room is a comparatively small affair be- 
ing less than ten feet square, but it is 
much more than ample to hold our stock 
of bulbs as we are not growing on a com- 


mercial scale but only as an amateur. 
This room is constructed of hollow tile 
and reinforced concrete, and as the walls 
are 12 inches thick on the fire exposure 
sides, and as the door opening is pro- 
tected by an inner and an outer iron 
covered door, there is no doubt about it 
being a fireproof room in fact as well as 
in name. 

Again we suggest that those who are 
building new for the storage of bulbs 
should take advantage of modern con- 
struction and provide at least a fireproof 
basement for the storage of their most 


valuable bulbs. 
MADISON COOPER. 


In the December issue we approved of 
the idea of one of our correspondents 
who suggested that growers should quote 
prices in their advertising. It has been 
pointed out to us that this should apply 
only to retail prices and we beg to qualify 
the suggestion to this extent. It is, of 
course, impractical that a long list of 
varieties should be quoted and our sug- 
gestion that when growers have anything 
special to advertise they should quote prices 
is quite correct as we see it. Wholesale 
prices should not be quoted in a publica- 
tion which goes to both the wholesale and 
retail trade. We refer to what Mr. Wood- 
ruff has to say on the subject in “ Way- 
side Ramblings” department this month. 
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“The Standing of an Amateur.” 


Unéer this caption President Fairbanks 
gave us an interesting statement in the 
December issue of THE MODERN GLADI- 
OLUS GROWER, and it is well that such a 
statement should be made. It is well that 
the amateur should be told very plainly 
that the commercial growers do not feel 
any antagonism toward them. 

Possibly some may think that President 
Fairbanks has rather overstated the case 
in ‘several particulars. For example, I 
think it will be news to some, at least, of 
the commercial growers, to be told that 
“amateurs have made it possible” for 
them to procure new sorts by having the 
imported varieties acclimated by the ama- 
teurs. Most of us have done our own ac- 
climating. Also one paragraph seems to 
imply that the amateurs grow plants “for 
the benefit of the professionals,” though 
possibly he cid not intend to state that. 

But what we have missed mostly in all 
of the discussion that this vexed question 
has produced is help toward a solution of 
the problem--in fact the real problem has 
been almost entirely ignored. 

The question that is before us is: 
“What rule can we make that will be 
fair to the true amateurs and will pro- 
tect them from competition with those 
who do not deserve to be classed as ama- 
teurs ?” 

We are all agreed thet it would most 
unfortunate be, if an amateur were de- 
barred from exhibiting in that class just 
because he had sold a few blooms or 
bulbs. But how shall we avoid that? 
Where will we draw the line? What rule 
can we make that will be fair to every- 
body, that will be practical, and that will 
avoid harmony-disturbing wrangles? 

One suggestion has been made—that we 
permit amateurs to sell their surplus, but 
rule out of that class any who may ad- 
vertise that they have Gladioli for sale. 

I think some such rule will be found 
necessary, for I remember that a man 
who wrote me about a prize which he 
had won in the amateur class, wrote on 
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paper that bore a printed announcement 
that he had Gladioli for sale. 

One solution of this problem has re- 
ceived very little attention, that is to do 
away with the amateur class and have all 
exhibits entered in the open class. 

The general opinicn seems to be that 
the commercial growers have an advan- 
tage by having a larger number of plants 
from which to make a selection of choice 
spikes. 

But do they have any real advantage ? 
Is not the very abundance of their plants 
a disadvantage? To produce the best 
spikes, requires more care and attention 
than can be given to a field full, and the 
amateurs with their small gardens have 
the possibility of every advantage. 

What we should do is to encourage the 
amateur gardeners to make the most of 
their opportunities. How can we best do 
this ? MONTAGUE CHAMBERLAIN. 


Do Bulblets Sport? 


The above question has been asked us 
without any qualification and we print it 
hoping that experienced growers will give 
their impressions and actual experience 
in full. It is, of course, understood that 
some growers claim that there is no such 
thing as a Gladiolus sport, but yet others 
claim that there is. It is impossible that 
both should be right and we ask for the evi- 
dence. Any one having anything to say 
on this subject will be welcome to use 
the columns of THE MODERN GLADIOLUS 
GROWER either with their own signature 
attached or without as they prefer.—[THE 
EpDITOR. 


The great European War has resulted 
in such a reduction in wholesale prices of 
Gladioli that this willdoubtless operate to 
reduce the price materially at retail. The 
new prices which are now prevailing 
should encourage every one to plant 
more largely during the spring of 1915 
than they have ever planted before. It 
would seem that better varieties at pres- 
ent prices should prove a good invest- 
ment. 























WAYSIDE RAMBLINGS. 


BULBS AND TUBERS FOR PROFIT. 


- When I first came to southern Alabama 
nearly 15 years ago and started in the 
growing of Cosmos and Gladioli a southern 
florist advised me to grow yam potatoes, 
saying there would be more profit in them, 
but I have kept at my original line and 
although I have had ups and downs I am 
still following same although I have added 
some branches to those started with. 

The past season was quite disappoint- 
ing on account of the long drouth from 
April until late in July which badly re- 
duced our cut of Gladiolus blooms which 
we were expecting to send to northern 
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few ourselves. Some of our seedling 
Cannas are becoming recognized as valu- 
able sorts and we have about a score 
of new ones which are destined to be 
heard from. We have lent a hand in 
making for Stokesia cyanea, one of the 
most attractive native herbaceous plants, 
a place in the hardy gardens of two con- 
tinents, and it was our eye that first dis- 
covered merit in the White variety which 
is now almost as wel! known as the Blue. 
We are now introducing a Lavender Pink 
variety, and it will be followed with Pur- 
ple and Yellow varieties in the near 
future, all of these being our own pro- 
ductions. 

This southern country is adapted to 
growing almost all kinds of bulbs and 
flowering plants, and as we can plant 








A Field of Trinidad D 


markets during May and June. But 
drouths as well as floods have a habit of 
visiting all sections of the country when 
least expected, and one has to take what 
comes and look ahead to the end of the 
rainbow of success which is .always just 
over the hill. 

We have had the satisfaction of dwell- 
ing amongst some of the wonderful 
beauties that the Great Creator, assisted 
by the hand of man, has brought forth, 
and at the same timc, knowing that we 
have produced a greater value from the 
cultivation of a smaller area than we could 
have done with ordinary crops. 

We are testing out from year to year 
many new things as well as producing a 


h in Alab 





Gladioli in February, we can have blooms 
on the market in May, and the cut flower 
possibilities for the northern markets are 
great. Then, again, if one could hold 
his bulbs in cold storage until] August he 
could have blooms galore in November 
when vou northern growers are frozen up, 
which would mean a bonanza from the 
cut blooms. But there is another plant 
that has caught our attention and which 
combines the idea of ornament with utility 
and beats the yam clear out of sight in 
every way. I refer to the dasheen, which 
belongs to the same family as the cala- 
dium and is far superior to it as an orna- 
mental, and at the same time produces a 
crop of edible tubers that are superior to 
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potatoes for table use and even more 
prolific, producing at the rate of 600 
bushels per acre. So we have a cure for 
hard times. We can sell them for orna- 
mental planting and use them for eating, 
and I would advise all lovers of plants 
and flowers to try a few of them, for if 
the war continues to produce panic con- 
ditions in this country it is well to have 
something you can eat as well as some- 
thing to admire. L. H. , 
(Alabama.) 





ORIGINATORS OF VARIETIES. 
To THE EDITOR :— 
Will you please tell me who originated mn fol- 


been varieties? I am making up a book of my 
arieties and this information would be . 4) ul. 
D. E. W. JR. 


Adalina Patti, Hollandia, 
Angele, Intensity, 
Brilliant, Isaac Buchanan, 
Canada, King of Violets, 
Carnegie, Lily Lehman, 
Czar Peter, Master Weitse, 
Electra, Orion, 

Eldorado, Pacha, 

Eugene Scribe, Pactole, 

Faust, Prince of Wales, 
Generalde Nansouty, Psitticanus, 
Glory of Holland, Senator Volland, 
Golden West, Vivid, 
Grenadier, Willy Wigman, 
Hohenzollern, William Mason. 


Will anyone who can do so, please give 
the information asked. We are all in- 
terested in the originators of our well 
known varieties.—-[ Editor. 





ADVERTISING PRICES. 


The suggestion of the correspondent 
that advertisers give prices is a good one 
to a certain extent, but a grower who lists 
a hundred or more varieties and needs to 
describe many of them, hardly wishes to 
use the necessary amount of space— 
though it might pay in some cases. I do 
think, however, that it is hardly the 
proper thing to advertise wholesale prices 
in a magazine intended largely fer retail 
buyers. It is understood that there must 

a difference between wholesale or 
“trade” prices and retail, to enable the 
seller to pay for the extra expense at- 
tending a retail business; but the margin 
of profit absolutely necessary for success 
seems exorbitant to many. For instance: 
many people would think that to sell 
America at 50c. per doz. (postpaid) which 
cost only $10 per thousand is making an 
exorbitant profit, whereas, in fact if he 
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can’t do about that he had better go out 
of business—and probably will pretty soon. 
So I say: Let the wholesale buyer write 
for his list, if it does cost him a cent. 
Geo. S. WooDRUFF. 





TIME REQUIRED FOR BLOOMING. 


[I am enclosing a list of some of my 
named varieties that I kept a record of 
this summer. From this it would seem 
that bulbs planted from the middle of 
May to june Ist would do fully as well as 
those planted May ist. I made quite a 
number of crosses and secured quite a 
little seed from which I expect to turn out 
some very nice varieties. The weather 
was not very good for the hybridizing 
but have managed to get about all the 
seed I can handle at once. 

Following is the record of bloom : 











Variety Planted Bloomed Days 
i May2 Aug. 15 104 
* 5 - 90 
“9 * § 92 
. a oa 98 
20 a 88 
2 > 90 
2 uly 27 85 
, a ug. 98 
Baltimore _...._.......| June 9 oe ae 7 
Hellen Tracy ay 2 ee 114 
= i je 4 124 
Sea re Aug. 27 116 
oy Philip ak, 25 114 
Mrs. Francis King--_-- = ae 15 104 
Mrs. Frank Pi a 22 «sill 
Niz 2 b 2 121 
Pearl Gates 2 Aug. 5 95 
Pride of Gosh 2 = » -ie 
Scarlet Letter__ 2 uly 24 82 
Treason 2 ug. 3 92 
Victory a | 7 a.’ ao 
ce 9 Sept. 3 88 
Dragons Head ay 2 Aug. 9 98 
as 7 7 1 90 





Last summer I planted about May 25 
to June lst, and had blooms very nearly 
as early and with some earlier or rather 
in a less number of days. 

JESSIE CLEVELAND. 
(Connecticut. ) 





POOR GERMINATION OF BULBLETS. 


I note in a recent issue that some 
growers have trouble with bulblets ger- 
minating properly. If they will cover 
their bulblets with dry sand for storage 
through the. winter, and then before 
planting in the spring soak them in water 
24 hours and get them into the ground 
before May Ist, there should be no trouble 
about germinating. The fact that bulb- 
lets: get too dry is the one and only reason 
why they fail to germinate as a careful 
examination of the bulblets that fail to 
grow will always show that they are alive 
but sealed in so that they cannot sprout. 

Pau L. WARD. 





























QUERIESANSWERg ¢ 
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[ This department of THE MopERN GLADIOLUS GROWER is intended to be one of its most helpful and 
valuable features. All questions asked in good faith and which are of general interest will have: careful 
attention. ‘The full name and address of the writer must be given, but not for publication. }—Eprror. 





Treatment of Old Bulbs to 
Restore and Preserve Vitality. 


To THE EprTor :— 

In digging up some of my Gladiolus bulbs today, 
I noticed that some of the largest bulbs had not 
bloomed. Have they grown too large to ever 
bloom again, or will they be all right another year? 
Last autumn I planted a lot of Gladiolus bulbs I 
just dug up out of the garden in the greenhouse, 
thinking | could make them bloom again, but of 
course they did not, and when I took them out 
this spring I found exceptionally fine, large bulbs. 
Will they bloom next year or shall I throw them 
away ? They were America and Mrs. Francis King. 
I think I shall try forcing some again this year as 
I have been ver)’ much interested in Mr. Wil- 
more’s article on the subject in the last number of 
your very interesting magazine. E. D. R. 

Answer :—Old Gladiolus corms are as 
old horses, their day of usefuiness is past; 
they are unable to meet the requirements 
expected from young stock. It is neces- 
sary that they rest in order to regain 
enough vitality to again throw a flower 
spike. They become worn out from sev- 
eral causes; the cutting of their foliage, 
lack of proper culture, disease, etc. 

Peel a corm and note the segments or 
zones. Each is provided with an eye or 
dexmant sprout, the primary eye being 
the central figure. When the corm be- 
comes aged the zones increase in number 
also in width but not in thickness, in fact 
the central zones become thinner in depth 
thus givin,: them less vitality and access 
to the starch stored up in outer zomes. 
Finally the primary eye becomes so weak- 
ened that it is unable to start its growth, 
and the responsibility is thrown upon the 
outer zones which start their eves, caus- 
ing two or more divisions of the corm. 
In some cases where the greater portion 
of the vitality is distributed in the outer 
zones while the central has still enough 
vigor to start, all will grow, and I have 
seen as many divisions of the corm as it 
had segments. 

At this period they are not strong and 
seldom if ever bloom unless they be vari- 
eties which are shy producers of cormels. 
These varieties seem to be more able to 





bloom than varieties which are producers, 
although dividing corms seldom produce 
cormels at this ioa and then not freely. 
These new divisions have stored enough 
starch with their retained vitality which 
should have been spent in maturing a 
flower spike to bloom when again planted, 
although not all, their surplus energy will 
again be spent after blooming and they 
will come blind and divided the pela 
season. 

Cutting away the foliage is the most 
common way to sap the vitality of the 
plant. One would not consider for a 
moment cutting away all the foliage from 
a choice rose bush when picking the 
blooms. Yet this is the way most of us cut 
our Gladioli, especially those of us who 
cut for marketing. Bear in mind that 
every leaf on the plant has a mission to 
fulfill. In cases of large strong flower 
spikes the two upper leaves are comnected 
with the stock and help develop the flowers 
and mature the seeds. All other leaves 
lead to theiz respective zones or segments 
of the corm. When any other than those 
pertaining to the spike are cut away or 
injured the corm is affected, and the 
proper development cannot be accom- 
plished and therefore the central zones 
suffer as their radicles are abused. 

Worn out corms may be strengthened 
by the following methods. 

First. Prepare a good healthy soil full 
of humus, cultivate often and feed with 
fertilizers from time to time. 

Second. Water freely but do not allow 
the soil to become soggy. The Gladiolus 
is a great plant for taking up water and 
responds to this treatment. 

Third. As plants begin to show their 
flower spikes above the uppermost leaves, 
the spike should be snapped or cut off, 
forcing the strength that would naturally 
be spent in developing the flowers back 
into the corm. 

Old corms should never be forced. They 
are too uncertain. It is best to always 
grow a fresh stock each year from cormels 
so that when stock becores old it can be 
thrown away. They are unsatisfactory 
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at best. The spikes are shorter, flowers 
are smaller than those of the same sized 
corms grown of virgin stock. 

I would advise that “E. D. R.” save the 
corms for a trial next season but would 
not advise trying to force them. 


W. W. WILMORE, Jr. 


Forcing Gladioli in California. 
To THE Eprror:— 


The Gladiolus does well with usin California, 
and I have a few varieties almost ready for 
blooming now (April Ist). Iamin doubt, how- 
ever, whether they will give me flower spikes 
until the weather warms up somewhat. ! 
experimented this year in pianting a few rows 
very early,’‘some as early as November and some 
in January. The November planted ones refused 
to come up until about January Ist. Is there any 
way of forcing bloom so that | can get results in 
the winter? ° M. B.C. 

Answer:—Your question as to forcing 
bloom in winter is noted, and your failure 
to secure results along this line is, doubt- 
less, because of the fact that the bulbs 
had not arrived at the right point in their 
life history to start growth and throw a 
flower spike. Bulbs dug in the fall and 
planted again directly are being put 
through an unnatural chain of existence, 
and are quite likely to rot in the ground, 
to say nothing about failing to blcom. It 
is natural that a bulb should go through 
a period of rest after digging and be 
dried slightly and stored for several 
months before being put into the ground 
for the purpose of starting growth again. 
This matter is covered somewhat by 
editorial suggestions as to cold storage 
on page 71 of the May issue. By putting 
the buibs into cold storage after digging 
and curing it is thought that they may 
be safely carried past their period of 
natural growth, and then if planted in 
the fall of the year under your California 
conditions, that they would come into 
bloom in the open ground, the same as 
they would in the Eastern climate if 
forced in the greenhouses. 


MADISON COOPER. 


Those of our readers who are interested 
in helping THE MODERN GLADIOLUS GROW- 
ER todisseminate useful information about 
the Gladiolus and also to help.encourage 
a love for the beautiful, are requested to 
send us the names of those who are grow- 
ing Gladioli even in a small way, or those 
who might be interested in growing 
Gladioli, so that we may send them 
sample copies and solicit their subscrip- 
tions. 


The Hunt Seedlings. 


lit will perhaps be remembered that 
when the attention of the public was last 
spring called to the fact that the stock of 
Gladioli grown by the late A. W. Hunt, of 
Warren, O., had been placed in the hands 
of his friend, W. A. Christy, of Maple- 
shade Gladiolus Farm, for disposal, the 
latter expressed the hope that in the stock 
of seedlings there might be found, when 
developed, some one worthy to perpetuate 
the name of the late grower. 

lit is a pleasure to state that while the 
bulk of this seedling stock has proved, as 
is usual with such stock, of quite mediocre 
quality, there were a few of superior 
grade. One of these is a brilliant dark 


‘crimson, a notable flower that would at- 


tract instant attention in any collection, 
showing up in fine form and color as far 
as it could be seen, and if it retains its 
present characteristics under future cul- 
ture will surely gain the favor of growers. 
It is grown from hand pollenated seed, 
the parents being Princeps x White 
Lady, and is seemingly more sturdy than 
either. The single corm, at its first bloom- 
ing, in an unfavorable season produced 40 
good cormels, and if it continues this rate 
of increase, will in a few years be brought 
into notice under the name of A. W. Hunt. 


Price list of Gladioius bulbs for 1914 
and 1915 which are for sale by M. F. 
Wright, 1906 Smith St., Fort Wayne, Ind., 
has been received at this office. Mr. 
Wright lists some of the very best vari- 
eties, among which are a considerable 
preportion of the varieties of A. E. Kun- 
derd. Some of these varieties are: of re- 
cent introduction and not generally listed 
and growers who are interested in new 
and improved sorts will do well to get 
Mr. Wright’s list. 


‘The new retail catalogue of A. E. Kun- 
derd, Goshen, Ind., for 1915 is to hand. 
This catalogue is a good piece of work 
typographically and Mr. Kunderd has dis- 
played much good judgment in its arrange- 
ment and in showing his special varieties 
which are already too well known to need 
an introduction. In addition to the older 
Kunderdi varieties with which we are all 
familiar, there are a number of others of 
rewent introduction which promise to sur- 
pass any of the former introductions. 
The catalogue is well illustrated and con- 
tains testimonials of prominent growers 
as well as directions for planting, culture, 
etc. Everyone should have the new Kun- 
derd catalogue which can be had on re- 
quest. 




















“Golden King” Honored. 


The variety, Golden King, which was 
fully illustrated and described in our Cict. 
issue, has again been selected for a dis- 
tinct honor. G. D. Black, of Independ- 
ence, Iowa, the originator of Golden King, 
has received a letter from Mrs. K. Atkin- 
son, Secretary of the National Gladiolus 
Society, of England, stating that Golden 
King was granted a First Class Certificate 
this season, the highest award that it can 
get. Mrs. Atkinson also states that Golden 
King has been shown at several places 
during the past season and that it has at- 
tracted much attention. 

We are glad to see that Golden King is 
appreciated in Europe as well as in this 
country. It is a very distinctive variety 
and for vigor and healthfulness it has few 
equals. 


Those who subscribe to THE MODERN 
GLADIOLUS GROWER for three years at our 
special $1.00 rate can, if they so desire, 
have their subscriptions dated back to 
No. 1, volume I and secure a complete 
file with index; or, we can furnish bound 
volumes at $i. 00 each prepaid. 

Index for Volume I will probably not be 
made ready in time to mail with the 
January issue, but will go forward with 
the February issue without fail. 





“We are the originators of Princepine and grow 

the other choice varieties in quantity." Send list 

for Wholesale al on planting stock or large bulbs. 
only. W. E. Kircuuorr Co., 

Pembroke, li. Y. 


We offer stocks of — King, Breach- 
leyensis, Princeps, Klondyke, Baron Hulot 
and Mixtures. of Syivia: jack Kose, ied. tus 
an nour _ ee 


CUSHMAN GLADIOLUS CO., SYLVANIA, 0. 














Krelage’s Gladioli 


Grown in the hg ~ grounds at Ithaca are 
all reported to be of “vigorous” growth 
and to aie ‘a fair number of blooms.” 
Send for Catalog 
also containing offer of Dahlias, Cannas, 
Begonias, Hardy plants, etc., delivered 
| free New York at European war prices. 


J. A. deVeer, 100 Willim St, New York 


Sole agent for E. H. Krelage & Son, Haarlem 
(Holland)—Established 1811. 























BRIERMOR GLADIOL 


None better. Price list free. Also Airedale 
Terriers. Champion stock of great 
individual excellence. 


B. F. White,  Terryville, Conn. 














Derby Gardens Gladioli 


List on epolication also Wholesale list 
for growers. 


John H. Umpleby, Lake View, N.Y. 


R. F. D. 











“THE AMERICAN BOTANIST” 


Is published for all who are interested in the 
curious facts about our native wildflowers, 


$1.00 A YEAR. SAMPLE FREE. 


Willard N. Clute & Co., Joliet, Ill. 











Wilhelm —Pfitzer 


Florist, Nurseryman & Seedsman 


Stuttgart 
Gladiolus Specialist 
Raiser and Introducer of 


Schwaben. ag Oberammergau, 
Elisabeth Kurtz, Grafin Degenfeld, Ho- 
henstaufen, Karl Luz, Major Reinhardt, 
Mephisto, "Meteor, Negerfurst, Wilh, 
Steinhausen, Paul Bohme, Dr. Dotter, 

rossfurstin Elisabeth, Goldquelle, 
Frau Herme Seidel, Erica von Berczay, 
Sara Vautier, Zeppelin, etc. 


Awards of Merit 


Germany, England, France, America, 
Russia, Holland. 


Wholesale & Retail 


Send for Generai Catalogue (Germam) and 
Special Gladiolus List (German, 
French and English). 
N. B.—Orders executed with the usual 
care and attention. 
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Our Catalog of Gladiolus 
Bulbs is now ready 
for distribution. 


It describes more than one hundred choice 
varieties—many of them can not be obtained 
elsewhere. 


A copy of this Catalog is yours for 
the asking. 


Chamberlain & Company 
Gladiolus Growers : 
Wellesley - - - Massachusetts 
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You want prices? Well here 
are some---“in bunches.” 


The following at 10c. each or $1.00 a doz. 


Alice Carey, Attraction, Baltimore, Brilliant, Burrell, Canary Bird, Crimson Lake, Eldo- 
rado, E Scribe, Eva, Gil Blas, Intensity, Jane Dieulafoy, Lady Howard de Walden, 
Halley, eadowvale, Mephistopheles, Mrs. Beecher, Mrs. LaMance, Mrs. Scott Durand, 
Philadelphia, Prophetesse. Queenly, Rosella, Scarlet ‘Velvet, Wm. Falconer—and cthers. 


These at 10c each or 75c. per doz. 
Baron Huloi, Early Pink_(Nanceianus), Chicago White, Cracker Jack, Evaline, Frilled 
Pink, Geo. Paul, Isaac Buchanan, Jessie, Maude, Minnesota, Princeps, Scarsdale, 
Fink. ee Velvet King -and others. 

These at Sc. each or S50c. per doz. 


America ($3.00 per 100), Augusta, Brenchle > Cheerful, Mad. Biemaasat, May, Inde- 
pendence, Mrs. Francis King, Pres. Taft, Pink Beauty-- ~and others. 


Some Specials— 
Blue 22” van he 50c., Berkshire 15c., Contrast 20c., Peace -, ($1.50 doz.), Fa 
lic., Panama Europa 20c., Empress of India l5c., Blanche 10c., Golden King 
Glory of Holland 1s., lda V Van ibc., rs. Frank Pendleton 25c., Rie l15c., The King 
Lily Lehman 15c., Willy Wigman, Annie Wigman, each 10c. 
nt you want the Catalog after all, and the new one will be out about January Ist. 
My bulbs are all grown here and there are none better anywhere. 
These are all flowering size and sent postpaid. 


Geo. S. Woodruff, - Independence, Iowa 
























































Gladiolus Mrs. Watt 


Seedling M. Crawford 
Brilliant Wine—one solid color 


(Same shade as new Hadley rose.) 


$1.00 Doz.; 15¢. each 


ALSO . 
Mrs. F. Pendleton ey $3.50 
— = s ss 75 


0 Se, a ee 15 
Lily Lehman (refined creamy white) 1.50 
Eacu 


Loveliness (most beautiful cream) $1.00 
Schwaben (yellow) - 5 
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My Descriptive 
PRICE LIST 


“Helpful Hints and Early 
History of the 
Gladiolus.” 


Is Free for the Asking. 


























Europa 35 

Bectteatycaiey -- HENRY YOUELL 

4% Doz. at one ap rate. Above postpaid. 538 Cedar St, Syracuse, N.Y. 

Wholesale list for growers and 

Homer. Chase, Lawrence, Mass. | || ih! spb of chev Ga Seo 
—eo————— ocr => 1 —=" 
a (.Keur& Sons Sn 
Holland eur DS sso bigs. 


Bulbs, Roots and Plants 
of all descriptions. 


Write for prices or tell us to call on you when visiting the trade. 


Contract Now for Your Gladioli! 


We have healthy stock in all sizes of the latest and oldest varieties. 


Colored lithographs (14x 8 inch. or postal card size) and Special 
Prices on the different sizes of Bulbs FREE ON APPLICATION. 
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THIS 15 YOUR OPPORTUNITY 


to get Choice Planting Stock and Bulblets. 


I am overstocked with some varieties and before storing for the winter 
will quote interesting prices to growers and the trade. 





merica—Thousands of blooming size Niagara—Small sizes and bulblets. 
Bulbs planting stock and bulbets Princepine—Ist & 2nd sizes and bulblets. 


Peace—All sizes and bulblets. : 


can use. 
Mrs. Francis King—Big stock. small sizes 
and bulblets. Garden Mixture--Small sizes & bulblets. 


Mrs. Frank Pendleton—Pianting stock 
ag bulblets at reduced prices. Panama—Small sizes and bulbiets. 


Send business card at once and get special offer on 
any of the above lots. 


BROOKLAND GARDENS, 


Ss. E. SPENCER, Prop. 
Lexington St. Woburn, Mass. 
































GLADIOLI 


I have more than 50 
varieties of Gladioli to 
offer. These include 
the standard varieties 
and my specialties. 


Send for Wholesale or Retail List. 


E. E. STEWART 
Brooklyn - - Michigan 


















GLADIOLUS 
America, Mrs. Francis melt Groff’s Hybrids. 
ae varieties ye yet out, 


an 
Blanc apes Sy are, Oe. tiptoe. 
New 


The Lilacs, 
the qngens af Ghats outer Mad. Lemoine, Pres. 
Grevy, Belle de Nancy, Chas. Joly. 


ASK US TO TELL YOU ABOUT THEM 


Wedge Nursery, Albert Lea, Mina. 








Chicago White 


1 inch to 14 inch $1.75 per 100 
inch to $ inch .90 per 100 
inch and under .60 per 100 


“Jones, he pays the freight.”’ 





M. F. WRIGHT, 
1906 Smith St. 


FORT WAYNE, IND. 











ae 
L. Merton Gage 
Sunnyside Gladiolus Gardens 
Natick, Mass. 
My new catalog is now ready for 


distribution. It will tell you 
about the new 


Giant Orchid Flowering 
Butterfly Hybrids 


(Gage) 
and other collections of my own hybrids. 
You will also want to know about some of 
the newer sorts, among them being 


Tavistock, Wellesley, Ida Van, Lovli- 
pee, olor of Nootdwijk, Mrs. L 

Gage, a magnificent white “and 
mo beautif pink Mrs. Frank Pendleton. 


A postal card TODAY will bring 
the catalog. 


:: Gladioli Exclusively :: 











OPPORTUNIT 
“FEAST OF GLADIOLI” 


IS HERE OFFERED 
FOR A 

















Aline Enchantress Silver Sheen 
Charmer Geralda Sunburst 
Dawnray Norma Dee Childs Wild Rose 
Dazzler Salmon King Winsome 


1 bulb of each for $ 2.00 
5S bulbs of each for 8.00 - PREPAID 
- 10 bulbs of each for 15.00 


A very special price to induce you to test our varieties. 
You will then want more of them. 


John Lewis Childs 
New York 


Flowerfield, L. L. . - 































































GLADIOLI | | INTRODUCTIONS 


and our stock we offer these 
‘ combinations containing the best 


* 4: . Gladioli for the Amateur’s collection. 
50 Varielies. All Sizes. All big plump bulbs guaranteed 
P true to nameé. 











i . Collection No. 1—One each Baron Hulot, 
For $1.00 we will send pre Collection No. 1 One each Baron Hulst, 
paid sarnple of 100 bulbs 1 — on Lee Plager em oon = ' 
« . . ollection N eac! ui I 
to 14 inches in diameter, of the Yellow. Glory, Kunderdi, Niagara 
—~ eran Postpaid on receipt of fifty 
America cen 
wer e ‘. } ne may No. i — i. yok 
M Fr Peace and "Utiestouer Postpaid on receipt { 
Independence, of seventy-five cents. 


Collection No. 4—One each Schwaben 














j ; White Excelsior, Pri E of 
| assorted, or, all of one kind. India’ end Pink ‘Perfection.’ Postpaid on 
| receipt of one dollar. 

7 All four of these postpaid for two dollars. 
Munsell & Harv : Order now. Delivery April Ist. Send for 
ey list of seventy-five varieties. 
| Growers of Gade F. E. Swett & Son, 
Ashtabula ene . Ohio Stoughton re . ‘ Mass. 


























GOLDEN KING 


was given an award of merit by the National 
Gladiolus Society of England July 29th, 1913 
and a First Class Certificate in 1914 


(For illustrated description see October number Modern Gladiolus Grower. ) 
Retail price of Bulbs, 20c. each; $2.00 per doz , postpaid. 








Our new Wholesale List quoting prices on more 
than 50 varieties of Gladiolus Bulbs and bulblets } 
is now ready and will be sent on request to those 
who buy in large quantities, as Seedsmen, 
Florists, Market Gardeners, Nurserymen and 
Professional Gladiolus Growers. 


Kindly send evidence that you 
are entitled to wholesale prices. 


.D. BLACK, - Independence, Iowa 





























AVON, LOWA. 




















Niagara---Panama 


Our Special Low Prices are attracting early buyeis. Have you a good 
supply of these grand varieties for Next Season’s Sales and Planting? 
If not, better place your order at once for “Headquarters Stock.” Prices 
hold only while stock lasts. WRITE TODAY. 


THE PERKINS-KING CO. - - West Mentor, Ohio 








le 
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GLADIOLI 


AMERICA No. 1—Good forcing bulbs; also extra fine 
America No. 2. 
Write at once for our special quotations on lots of 5,000 to 10,000. 


AUGUSTA—Choice No. | size. 
ae No. 2 and Mrs. F. King No. 2, all good plump 
ulbs. 

















Our No. 2 sizes run large and will give tall, strong blooming spikes. Try them. 
A limited stock of Hyde Park, early. 


In Planting Stock and Bulblets we are offering America, Augusta, 
Mrs. F. King, Pendleton, Niagara, Canary Bird, Victory, Florists’ White 
and Light Mixture, Yellow Mixture and All Colors Mixture. 


Write for trade list describing our mew varieties, and place your orders early. 


A. H. AUSTIN CO. 


Portage County WAYLAND, OHIO 
HNOEUUEOUUNEOONEEOOEENUAEAUOSEUOAEEUASEOnEEUOEEUGSREUULAEOUNEANELUOEeUORSOUUAE UU SUAeE UGE eeUnenUee sect 











STL LULL 


























Gladiolus Panama 


Beautiful deep pink. 


Michell Medal for best vase at the Ohio Gla- 
diolus Show. 


Bulbs 15c. ea. $1.50 per doz. $12.50 per 100. 


Gladiolus Hiagara 


Best yellow on the market. 
Bulbs 8c. ea. 75c. per doz. $6 per 100 


Single and bulbs by the dozen are sent 
postpaid. 


Bulbs by the hundred are sent by 
Express collect. 


Send for Catalog. 


~ Bidwell & Fobes 


Kinsman, - - = bio 
— 


1 
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Have you seen 
ORDER NOW! COLDEN 


This select list represents 
the CREAM of the Gladiolus 


| World at “Let Live” prices. MEASURE? 
| Nothing but strong, vigor- e 


| ous bulbs one inch aad over Grown beside all the leading Yellow 





in diameter will be sent. Gladioli now offered it stands 
| All Postpaid. away up at the head. 


Collection “R.” One each of the| | Eyery Grower will want it. 


; following 11 varieties 50 cents; 
| 5 each $2. 


Victory, Chicago White, America, Mrs. Sanat 
Francis King. Pink Beauty, Cracker Jack A limited number at 


: Hulet, Kund derdi Gl Praite — ioli 
ulot, Kunderdi Glory, sath Mapieshade Gladioli Farm 





Collection “T.” One each of the 315 N. Tod Ave 

following magnificent Kunderd : ee 

Collection, every one a gem, $1; Warren - - Ohio 
3 each $2.75. Also all other standard sorts. 


Mrs. Pendieton, the peerless one; M 


the Queen of Glads; Arizona, extra 
Yellow Bird, a true yellow; Ida Van. 
: brilliant cerise; Red Canna, grand. 
































Collection “W.” All for 75 cents; E nos 
3 each for $2. i - =~ +" 
Rei ey ° : ° e 
Blanche, leche. .* Golden Hohenstauffen = - .20 1% 
| West. Ida Van — 25 82.25 | 
| . eS Independence - 05 45 
Collection “E.” An exhibition col- Ivory, ruffled : ‘50 
lection of the best European nov- John Noble 3. aan 3.25 
elties. Alll for $1; 3 each $2.75. Klondyke Saar ia 
Empress of India, Wer, Pink Kunderdi Glory - 10 1.00 
| am ne My Lily Lehmann, Electra Kunderds Continel K 15 1.50 
/ Large Buff 15 1.25 
} One each of above 30 varieties $3.00; Le Tigre - . 30 3.00 
one dozen each of above 30 Le Triomph é 35 *° 350 
varieties $30. Liebesfeuer - 45 4.25 
a ; é Lily Lehman - 45 4.00 
There is beauty in numbers. Buy Lovliness 5 7.00 
these by the hundred. Madame Butterfly 25 2.00 
} 100 America, $1.00; 100 Kunderdi Glory: Magnificus : 50 5.00 
ettiod, Sie Kieo Prana Kine. $18 8S ie 8 ee 
eadowvale - : A! 
of cach (60 Sulbe) 91.50. Mephistopheles - 10 1.00 
Your copy of a beauiiful little book is now ready Mongolian y 1.00 ~ 10.00 
— we are waiting for your name. 
Descriptive Catalog of 82. varieties 
JOE COLEMAN, Grower sent free on request 
| LEXINGTON - - - OHIO |) ClarkW. Brown, Ashland, Mass | 
| EL Ea ae . 





























Pink Beauty and Pink 
Progression 


are the earliest of all the long-stalked Gladioli. We introduced PINK 
BEAUTY to the trade in 1909, and from 1909 until 1912 we obtained 
3 first class Certificates and 2 awards of Merit. We are the largest 
growers of Pink Beauty. Therefore we can offer it at especially low 
prices; grades from planting size to giant bulbs. Pink Beauty is 
without doubt the best money maker for early flowers, for no other 
variety can compete in this respect. For early flowering you want 
bulbs from 13-15 or 15-20 c/m circumfererce. 

Drop us a line and we will mail our wholesale Catalogue. 


PINK PROGRESSION is a sport of Pink Beauty produced in 1912, 
blooms the same time as Pink Beauty, but its colour is much lighter. 
It is the finest light rose. Be careful in ordering this variety for 
nobody can offer it in America and here in Holland only a few have 
a small stock. We have about 5000 bulbs for sale this season. 


We have big stocks of the following Gladioli: 


America Faust Lucretia 

Anne Wigman Mrs. Francis King Non plus Ultra 
Augusta Glory of Holland Orion 

Baron Jos. Hulot Halley Princepine 
Brenchleyensis Hohenzollern Prince 
Chicago White Holiandia Willy Wigman 
Clear Eye Liebesfeuer Panama 
Europa Lily Lehman 


Don’t order before you have seen our prices for the au- 
tumn of 1914 and spring of 1915. 


Our Catalog will be mailed on application. 


Firma P. Vos Itz, 
Gladiolus Specialists, Sassenheim, Holland 


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 


Casually we discovered that an American house asked quotation 
for Gladiolus “Clear Eye” at a bulb exporter’s here in the neighbor- 
hood. We beg to remind all importers of new Holland varieties 
that nobody is able to supply this excellent variety, but we, for we 
are the sole stockholders. We did not sell and do not sell it here in 
Holland. Let us send you our Catalogue if you do not have it and 
see description and order some bulbs; it is far the best and largest 
Scarlet white eyed Gladiolus in the trade. 



























































The Wonderful Gladiolus Mrs. W.E. Fryer 


Mr. Clarence Wedge of Albert Lea, Minn., who visited me when it was in bloom wrote The Far- 
mer of St. Paul as tollows: “I believe I have made a discovery in gladioli. I can at least say of 
all the varieties I have grown or seen growing on the dn of ather beanie, ncites bee 
roached in luxuriance of bloom a variety which Mr. Fryer named for his wife, Mrs. W. E. 
4 variety out into plume-like flowers three feet wide. This is 
caused : unusual branching of the main flowering stem, it being common to find as many 
as four c besides the main stem, growing from a good sized bulb. I take pleasure in 
calling attention to a flower of such unusual qualities and general value for outdoor planting, 
and it does not detract from the pleasure that it should be introduced by one of the enterpris- 
ing ornamental nurserymen of our own state.”” Write for catalogue. 


Willis E.Fryer - - - = =Mantorville, Minn. 














Do not fail to get my 1915 Illustrated Catalog 
with additions of new varieties, which 
will be sent free upon application. 


ARTHUR COWEE 


Gladiolus Specialist Meadowvale Farms 
BERLIN, N.Y. 











We are growers in a large way on three different farms of 


Leading Varieties of Gladioli 


for the American trade. On several kinds we are 
strictly introducers’ headquarters, both for true 
stock, large bulbs, and liberal supply. Of these 
we may mention 


Mrs. Francis King, Augusta, 
Princeps, Ruffled Glory, 
Chicago White. 


In addition to these we carry a full line of allfeaders including 
mixtures required by the seed trade, florist/trade and private 
individuals. Our list of new named varieties of best German 
and French sorts should be in the hands of every private buyer. 


(@ Ask for advance prices for 1915, ready this month. 


Vaughan’s Seed Store 


Chicago New York 
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The Best Gladioi in the 
World are Irrigation 
__ Grown 


3 
By thi§ system the crop is matured 
wi stunting or checking the 
growth by drouth which produces 
strong, healthy and well matured 
corms that give results. 





In addition to my superb collection of 
Sixty named varieties of Gladioli, I 
am abie to supply a full line of 


_ Dahlias, Cannas and Hardy 
Perennials. 





My new price list will be mailed to any 
address on request. 





W. W. Wilmore, Jr., 
Wheatridge - - Colorado 
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